
	  
	  

Bath WI Minutes 
Weds, 6th November 2013 

 
Committee Present: Sarah Lowden Poole, Jess McKillop, Melanie Roberts, Karen 
Baldwin, Tamsin Mori, Victoria Westwood, Jess Watson 

 

1. Welcome – in particular to the 7 new members who joined tonight!  
 

2. Generosity and good deeds all round 
A big thank you to everyone who brought donations for the Bath Food Bank and the 
Women’s Refuge!  
Well done too to those Bath WI members who met for a sewing bee this month and made 
another lovely and loving collection of heart pillows and chemo bags for the patients of 
the Breast Cancer Care unit at Bath Royal United Hospital.  
Becky Gallimore (wife of Rob Gallimore who gave us a memorable talk) recently 
completed #WalkOnWales with the Welsh Guards to raise money for returning soldiers 
and sends her thanks to all those members who sponsored her. 

 
3. Christmas Fair – next month’s meeting on Wednesday 4th December   

 
• The Christmas Fair will be an open meeting, with no door charge, so please tell 

ALL your friends! If you can, please print out a poster (attached) and stick it up 
in your school / workplace / local café / garden centre. Doors open at 7.30pm. 

• There will be a raffle, to raise funds for the Bath WI, which will include prizes from 
our lovely stallholders, as well as an evening cookery course from Demuth’s and a 
bottle of bubbly from Great Western Wine, so certainly worth a go! 

• This year, we will be returning to having a table of free food, lovingly baked / 
assembled / unwrapped by our members. So please plan to bring along a tray of 
your own speciality nibbles to share. It would be super if a good portion of these 
could be savoury canapes or nibbles, to match with the mulled wine. Yum! 



• The theme is distinctly crafty this year, so expect lots of hand-made produce, 
artisan stalls, crafty and creative things to solve all those last-minute Christmas 
presents. Doors open at 7.30pm. There are no credit card facilities, so please 
bring cash! 

 
4. Bath WI Garden in the Botanical Garden, Royal Victoria Park 

• Autumn is here... this month, we harvested. Julian House soup kitchen were the 
happy recipients of the amazing variety of fresh produce that came leaping out 
of the ground, thanks to the hard work and regular care of the Bath WI Garden 
team (led by Jess McKillop and Melanie Roberts), who have been diligently 
planting, watering, weeding and generally tending the garden since the summer. 
 

• For those who aren’t already familiar with it, the Bath WI edible garden bed can 
be found on the far side of the Inspiration Centre in the Botanical Garden. It’s 
instantly recognisable for our lady in the large iron bath! The dig day this month 
saw the bed replanted for winter with a collection of hardy winter vegetables and 
herbs, including rosemary, lavender and bay. Thank you to Kitty Lambah, who 
bought the plants in time for the dig day. 

 
• Our aim is to create a garden which inspires people to experiment with growing 

their own food – both familiar friends and more unusual varieties. As time goes 
on, we will be gathering and distributing planting advice and recipes for anyone 
interested in growing their own.  

 
• Despite having been inaugurated only weeks before, the Bath WI garden was 

included in Bath’s Britain in Bloom entry (alongside a wealth of long-established 
and thriving community gardens in Bath). We got a mention from the RHS, which 
was very exciting and Bath won Gold in the small city category this year. Hoorah! 

 
• If you would like to get involved, please get in touch – the Bath WI Garden Team 

are a friendly bunch and always keen to add to their numbers! Equally, if you’d 
like occasional updates about dig days and other garden events, do ask to join 
the Bath WI Garden mailing list. 



 
5. Activities 

Book Club 
We are currently reading Dreams from My Father  by Barack Obama - a departure 
from our usual fare, but hopefully a good source of discussion. The next meeting of the 
book club is on Wednesday 20th November and will be held at Sue Deere’s house. If you 
would like to be kept up to date with the book list and meeting locations, please ask to 
be added to the Book Club mailing list. 

Crafty Night Out 
Vegetarian cookery demonstration (and tasting!) at Demuth’s Cookery School on 
Thursday 21st November. The event has proved hugely popular and is now fully booked. 
If you have cleverly booked yourself a place, please arrive at Demuth’s Cookery School 
at 6pm. The cookery demonstration will begin at 6.30pm. The cost of the evening is £10, 
payable on the night.  
.  

6. Members’ vote 

There are a number of matters this month needing input and opinion from our members: 

Change of venue – the best alternative venue at the moment is the BRLSI in Queen 
Square. It is more expensive, but this is offset by the fact that they have an license, 
which  we currently have to purchase separately. Members present voted that they 
would be equally happy to meet at the BRLSI. 

Change of day – members were asked whether they would be happy to change from 
meeting on Wednesday to meeting on Thursday. They voted against a change in day. 

Spending – suggestions were collected for ideas about what we should best spend our 
funds on (apart from venue and speakers). Members’ suggestions included: a Denman 
bursary, signage for meetings (depending on cost). 

Speakers / activities – suggestions were collected regarding speakers and activities for 
the coming year. Suggestions included: regular music (perhaps a Bath WI singing 
group?), more craft activities (soap-making, aromatherapy, quilt making, more crochet, 
scrap booking, card making, jewellery making, decoupage, stained glass), and plans to 
get involved with the WI’s centenary celebrations in 2015 (Sarah P is talking to Lansdown 
WI about this and Trish will be talking to the other WIs of the Selwood Group). 



 
7. Any Other Business 

 
There will not be a monthly meeting in January – generally everyone is too busy 
recovering from New Year’s Day to make much sense on the first Wednesday of the 
year. 
Meetings will resume as usual in February. The speaker list for the coming year will be 
appearing on www.thebathwi.com web site over Christmas as soon as the remaining slots 
have been confirmed.  
 

Many thanks to our very entertaining November speaker, Angela Mount (of the million-dollar 
taste buds). If you enjoyed the wine tasting and want more of her recommendations, do look 
out for her regular column in the Bath Magazine. The December issue will include suggestions 
and recommendations for your Christmas party wines... 
 
See you all (as well as your friends and loved ones) at the Christmas Fair! 


