
	  
	  

Bath WI Minutes 
Weds, 2nd October 2013 

 
Committee Present: Sarah Lowden Poole, Melanie Roberts, Karen Baldwin, Tamsin Mori, 
Victoria Westwood, Jessica Binks 
 

Welcome & president’s address: 
Thanks to all the members of the committee and also to our members, for making this the 
vibrant and interesting WI that it has become. 

 
A quick recap of the diverse and fun-filled meetings that we’ve enjoyed over the past year: 

• Cocktails & canapes in November 
• Christmas Fair in December 
• Laughter workshop with Joe Hoare 
• Craft meeting with Scrapiana 
• Stress management with Clare Harris 
• Number 1 the Royal Crescent, with the Bath Preservation Trust 
• Walk and Draw Bath with Andrew Lansley 
• A History of the Botanical Gardens with Geoff Andrews of Bath Organic Gardeners 
• Bath WI summer jamboree at the Paragon School 
• Cooking demonstration with Divya Andrews of Pukka Vegetarian 
 

 



Your committee this year have been: 
Sarah Lowden Poole (President) 
Melanie Roberts (Secretary) 
Lucy Allen* (Treasurer) *Lucy has now retired as treasurer and has moved to Bridgewater, 
where she has started a whole new WI group. Jessica Binks is taking on the role of the 
treasurer with the approval of the committee and presents the accounts this evening. 
Tamsin Mori (Vice President) 
Jess McKillop (Events Organiser) 
Karen Baldwin (Speakers & Craft Workshops) 
Victoria Westwood (Charities Coordinator) 
 
Jess McKillop and Melanie Roberts have also been behind the Bath WI’s garden initiative, 
which has (literally) come to fruition this summer and autumn, with produce from the garden 
available at the meeting. The Bath WI edible garden is within the Bath Botanical Gardens in 
Royal Victoria Park. 
 
The Vote 
Sarah Lowden Poole was voted in for a further term as President with no challenge. Our 
thanks to Judith Massey of the Timsbury WI for overseeing the vote. 
 
Finances 
Following the recent handover of treasurer role from Lucy Allen to Jess Binks, the accounts 
presented are complete, but have not yet been audited. 
In summary: 
Our meeting venue costs us £45 each month, rising to £47.50. However we have had several 
‘off-piste’ meetings, which has kept costs down overall.  

We now have 56 subscriber members (two of whom joined today!). 
 
Our three key fundraising events this year were: 
Christmas Fair - £150 in stall sales, plus income from the raffle and the bar 
Flavours of the West - £255 in cake sales (!) 
Wellow Country Fair - £125 in cake sales 
We currently have £1,100 in the bank and will be discussing spending and fundraising with the 
members in more detail at our next meeting. Ideas for what we as a WI should be planning to 
spend money on will be welcomed e.g. speakers, different venue, subsidised events or 
activities. 



Subs will be due in January, but any new members wishing to join can pay their subs from any 
time going forwards and will enjoy the final meetings of this year for free. Payment can be made 
in cash, by cheque, or via PayPal. 
 
Mary Masters’ Challenge 
Thanks to the efforts and enthusiasm of Alison Hillman, Karen Baldwin and Scrapiana, the first 
Bath WI sewing bee happened recently, with members making cushions and chemo bags for the 
cancer patients at the Royal United Hospital. The event took place during the day and the 
group made lots of really lovely cushions and bags (on show at the meeting). Notes, tips and 
tricks will be appearing on the Bath WI blog for those members who would like to have a go on 
their own at home. Karen will also be organising a similar evening event shortly – details to 
follow. 
 
Upcoming events and activit ies 
 
Now: Waitrose charity of the month 
Thanks to Victoria Westwood, our favourite supermarket Waitrose have made the Bath WI one 
of the three recipients of their local charity donation this month. All and every bit of shopping 
this month is to be done at Waitrose and don’t forget to put your green tiddly-winks in the 
right box ladies – tell all your friends! 
 
Friday 11th October – March from Bath Royal High School at 9am 
Malala Yusafzai, the Pakistani school girl who was shot by the Taleban for speaking out about 
the need for education for girls, is the inspiration for the International Day of the Girl on the 11th 
October. We will be marching with Bath Royal High School to present a petition to Don Foster, 
protesting that fact that only 1 in 3 girls worldwide receive an education and calling for action. 
The march will start from Bath Royal High School (meeting there at 9am) and will proceed 
down to Bath Rugby Club. We urgently need those members who can manage it to come along 
and show support, since a lot of our members will be in work at that time. 
 
 
Wednesday, 16th October - Book club 
The next book club is 7.30pm on Wednesday 16th October. We’ll be back to meeting at Tamsin’s 
house again this month – email if you need directions. This month’s book is Dark Fire by CJ 
Sansom (the second book in the Shardlake series). If you haven’t already started, get reading! 
There’s still time... 
 
 



Friday, 18th October – Bath WI Garden Dig Day 
We’ll be meeting at the Bath WI edible bed in the Bath Botanical Gardens in Royal Victoria 
Park. Details on timing from Mel via email – let us know if you’re not on the gardening email list 
and you’d like to hear about activities and events. 
 
 
Wednesday, 6th November – wine tasting 
We’re wine tasting this month, so please plan to get a lift, or catch a taxi home... 
We will be collecting non-perishable food donations for the Bath Foodbank Vi from the 
Genesis Project will be picking up our donations from the November meeting.The standard 
foodbank shopping list is available online here: 
http://www.trusselltrust.org/resources/documents/foodbank/ShoppingList.pdf 
We will also be making a collection of toiletries for the Bath Women’s Refuge (keep an eye out 
for 3 for 2 offers).  
 
 
Wednesday, 4th December – Bath WI Christmas Fair 
Our rather wonderful Christmas Fair – come along for mulled wine, good company and the 
solution to all those tricky last-minute Christmas gifts and stocking fillers.  If you’d like to have 
a stall yourself, or recommend a friend or local business, please get in touch with Tamsin, who 
is currently in the process of confirming stall holders. 
Nearer the time, we’ll be looking for volunteers to put up posters and hand out flyers, so if 
you’d like to get involved, please put your hand up at the November meeting. 


