
	  
	  

Bath WI Minutes 
Weds, 3rd October 2012 

 

Committee Present: Sarah Lowden Poole, Lucy Allen, Melanie Roberts, Jess McKillop, 
Tamsin Mori, Karen Baldwin, Victoria Westwood.   
Apologies: Sarah McGlynn, Margaret Thorpe 

 

1. Welcome to our 1st AGM! 
2. President’s report 

• Interesting speakers and activit ies – over the past year we have enjoyed a 
myriad of excellent speakers, organised by Sarah McGlynn and Karen Baldwin, 
including: Bread Making with M. Bertinet, Gardening with Emma Bond, Hula 
Hooping, Tai Kwon Do, an Olympic talk with The Lovely Jason Gardener (his 
official title), Wine Tasting, and an introduction to the Chaucerian Wife of Bath, 
to name but a few! 

• Fundraising and social activit ies – our thanks to Jess McKillop and all our 
members who have contributed and helped at local fetes and food events in and 
around Bath. 

• Keeping us al l  informed and entertained – our thanks to Melanie Roberts, 
who deals with an avalanche of necessary stuff and keeps us appraised of the 
essential bits. 

• Keeping our minutes ship shape and legible – Tamsin. 
• For running the Book Group, thanks to Charlotte and the Craft 

Workshops, thanks to Sarah M. again. 
• Keeping an eye on the money and making sure that we can actually 

function – thanks and congratulations to Lucy. Well done for producing both a 
new baby and the company accounts with remarkable grace and competence in 
both areas. 

• We are very pleased to welcome our newest committee member, 
Victoria Westwood. 

• For forging l inks with the Bath Women’s Refuge our thanks to Margeret 
Thorpe. 



• Over our first year (and a bit), the Bath WI has grown into a l ively, 
thriving, high spirited group of women that we all  look forward to 
meeting each month. So last, but by no means least, thanks to all the Bath WI 
members, without whom none of these things would be possible.  

Finally, from the rest of the  committee, thanks to our president, Sarah Poole. 
 

3. Membership and subs 
This morning, we had 39 members and following today’s meeting, we have 47 – hoorah! If 
you have joined today, please ignore the subs reminder that Lucy will send out in 
January – it doesn’t apply to you. 

 
4. Bath WI Membership Card 

We have been busily organising discounts with a number of local businesses for Bath WI 
card holders. So far, we have offers of discounts from Hobbs, Rhubarb coffee and 
Future Publishing for their craft magazines. More news at the next meeting. In the 
meantime, if any members have contacts within local businesses who might be happy to 
offer discounts, do let us know by emailing Mel. 
 

5. End of Year Accounts 
Lucy presented the accounts to the assembled members and the committee. The 
spreadsheet will be made available online to all members for any who can’t resist a bit 
accounting. Costs for Bath WI aprons, tea towels and alchohol were carried over from 
the previous year. Without those costs we would be positively rich and even taking those 
into account, we are safely in the black. We will end the year with approximately £200 in 
the bank. Fundraising will begin again shortly... 
 

6. The Very Official  Vote 
Maureen, our lovely National Federation advisor came to help us make a proper job of 
the voting. All committee members stood up and confirmed that they wished to stand for 
another year. The committee members are: Sarah Poole, Melanie Roberts, Lucy Allen, 
Jess McKillop, Sarah McGlynn and Karen Baldwin, Margaret Thorpe, Tamsin Mori and 
Victoria Westwood. There was then a properly democratic secret ballot and Sarah Poole 
was unanimously voted in for another year as President of Bath WI. 

 
7. November meeting 

The November meeting will be full of ideas about how to brighten up your house for 
Christmas. SP to confirm the speaker. 
 



8. Bath Christmas Fair 
o Christmas Subcommittee: Tamsin Mori, Victoria Westwood, Sam Giddins. Anybody 

else who’d like to help bring in Christmas is welcome to join in – just get in touch! 
o Diary date: The Christmas Fair will be on Wednesday, December 5th.  
o Stall holders: We are intending to put together a rather larger selection of stalls this 

year, with an emphasis on products that would make great Christmas gifts. If any of 
you have friends or contacts that you think would like to have a stall, please put 
them in touch with Tamsin (tamsinmori@yahoo.com / 07795 663170). Equally, any lists 
of contacts that you have put together for similar (school?) events would also be 
very gratefully received. 

 
9. Book club meets at 7.45pm @ Circo Bar 

Next meeting: October 17th – The Tiger’s Wife by Téa Obreht 
Nov 22nd – Jane and the Damned by Janet Mullany 
 

10.  Christmas craft workshop 
Sarah M and Karen are plotting a Christmas-themed craft workshop (think pomanders 
and cinnamon stick bundles) for November 22nd. The price will be £7 per head (which is 
cost price for the florist running the workshop). Please email Sarah or sign up via 
Facebook if you are interested. 
 

1 1 .  The Bradfordians – Calendar Girls 
Please contact Victoria Westwood ASAP if you would like tickets to one of The 
Bradfordians’ performances of Calendar Girls: Wed 31st Oct, Thurs 1st Nov, or Fri 2nd 
Nov. Victoria will be leading a little Bath WI delegation on Friday night, but you are 
welcome to buy tickets for any of the three nights and they will donate 10% of the ticket 
price to Bath WI coffers. 
 

12. Harvest Festival Food Donations 
We’ll be collecting food donations for the Genesis Trust at the November meeting. We’ll 
be publishing a list of ‘wanted’ goods on the Bath WI web site shortly. In general, food 
needs to be well inside the best before date and non-perishable. Ideally not baked 
beans, since they’re rather swimming in baked beans at the moment. 
The Genesis Trust does amazing work providing provisions for people in moments of 
crisis. In the last year, they have fed over 1000 people. Vi, whose husband runs the 
warehouse, is going to arrange to collect donated food from the November meeting. 



 
13.  Any Other Business 

 
Indian Extravaganza – 20th October @ The Claverton Rooms 
This is going to be a marvelous evening out, raising money to support an orphanage in 
Kerala. Tickets are £30 and include a stupendous 3 course Indian meal and half a bottle 
of wine. There will also be a raffle, with some rather impressive prizes. 
 
Rhubarb cafe and nail  bar – corner of Argyle St and Pultney Bridge 
One of the Bath WI members has just opened a cafe. It’s grownups only until 3.30pm on 
weekdays – kids are welcome after school and on Saturdays. Upstairs there is a nail bar 
for some quick pampering.  
 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 
 


